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FAMILY TRIVIA NIGHT
Every Monday 6PM

COUPON

CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER COUPON OR PROMOTION EXPIRES 8-18-17

1 Coupon Per Customer

Buy 1 Burger at Regular Price,
Get a 2nd, of Equal or Lesser Value ½ OFF

P
S

-1
33

78
93

OWNED BY THE IZZO FAMILY • PROUDLY SERVING HAMBURG SINCE 1966!

716-649-6695 • 5201 CAMP ROAD, HAMBURG, NY • WWW.SASCARS.COM

Stock # 30158, Silver,
Automatic, RWD, 29,100 miles

Price: $18,929
plus tax, fees,
NYSI &
registration.

2011 BMW
Convertible

Stock # 30092, Grey, Automatic,
AWD, 57,069 miles

Price: $13,875
plus tax, fees,

NYSI &
registration.

2011 HONDA
CRV EX

Connect with us:

Sign up for our
monthly emails for
special coupons!

Gullo’s Garden Center
Maximum Coupon Value: $10
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53

ARE YOU LOOKING FOR
A NEW PHARMACY?

4923 Lakeshore Rd., Hamburg, NY 14075 • 627-3232

We accept most no fault & compensation plans

We accept most 3rd party insurances including... 50% OFFO
Select Ambassador

Greeting Cards
WWHHILE SSUPPPLIESS LAASSTT

Cy’s Pharmacy
2317 Bowen Rd., Elma

716-652-3920

Sinclair Pharmacy
75 N. Main St., Warsaw

585-786-2330

Tile Pharmacy & Gifts
1031 Cleveland Dr., Cheektowaga

716-632-4888
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An d t h e E r i e C o u n ty In d e p e n d e n t

F R I D A Y , J U L Y 2 1 , 2 0 1 7

ALSO: EDEN BUILDING MAY FACE DEMOLITION, A2 • NEW RESTAURANT REVIEW: DOS AMIGOS, B2
PLAN FOR WIND TURBINES ON HAMBURG FARM IN LIMBO • PAGE B1

$1.00
Subscribe: 849-4000

See Lawsuit on Page A4

By Megan Tomaszewski
HAMBURG SUN CORRESPONDENT

R ecent national headlines out of Sili-
con Valley have been startling:

“Silicon Valley’s sexism problem.”
“Avalanche of sexual harassment in the

valley.”
“What will it take to bring gender balance

to Silicon Valley?”
These headlines point to an increasing

focus on how the statistically male-dominat-
ed tech industry perpetuates gender stereo-
types and discrimination that targets female
employees.

And while more and more women obtain
jobs in tech and other STEM fields, one can
still feel isolated and overwhelmed with the
pressure to not only succeed in professional
and personal spheres, but to overcome adver-
sity in both.

Hamburg native and veteran tech expert
JJ DiGeronimo is here to guide them.

DiGeronimo, a 1991 graduate of Hamburg
High School, has a resume that includes
more than 20 years of success in the indus-
try. She wants to help other women obtain
that same success.

She has designed domestic and interna-
tional datacenter infrastructures for Fortune

500 companies, held leadership roles in
Silicon Valley companies including VMware
and Inktomi, presented at Project Lead the
Way’s annual conference in California and
Rochester Institute of Technology’s Engi-
neering Day and has been featured in publi-

cations like Forbes and Fox Business.
“We’re stepping out in STEM in new

ways, moving into positions and getting
funding that we’ve never had before. There’s
a ton of opportunities available to us that we
didn’t have a decade ago,” she said. “I think
the future is bright, but we have to be aware
of the known obstacles and be prepared. So
educating yourself on ways to facilitate the
journey is very helpful.”

While the 44-year-old married mother of
two may have a packed schedule, she said
there is satisfaction in helping fellow women
to grow.

“My aspiration is to continue to be a voice
for women in tech and STEM and encour-
age them to embark on a journey that, deep
down, they know they can do, but need a
little spark and light to lead them in the
direction that they desire,” she said.

Cherie Messore, executive director of
WNY STEM, said she is happy to hear that
there are champions for the cause out there
like DiGeronimo. Messore runs the only
all-girl coding experience in Western New
York for tweens and teens. This camp kicked
off July 17 and brings in speakers daily. In
addition to teaching the girls computer sci-

Hamburg native becomes
a voice for women in tech

See Tech on Page A3

John Normile/Special to The Sun

Harper Schmidle gives her father, Nick, a bite of her burger while little sister, Lillia, looks on during Saturday’s Burgerfest. More photos on A8.

Sharing in the best of Burgerfest

Former
town clerk
files suit
in Boston
Mule alleges shewas victim
of discrimination, retaliation
By Michael Petro
HAMBURG SUN EDITOR

The attorney for a former Town of
Boston clerk says that her resignation last
month was essentially a termination.

The former Jennifer Mule, who recently
married Gary Ballowe, the brother of Super-
visor Martin Ballowe, filed a lawsuit July
12 against the Town of Boston, claiming
that she was a victim of discrimination and
retaliatory practices by the supervisor and
Councilman Jay Boardway that forced her to
resign her position as town clerk.

Mule resigned June 5 after missing work
for about three weeks. She had written a
letter of resignation in which she stated she
was forced to quit due to retaliatory tactics
and efforts to force her out. In a letter to Sec-
retary of State Rossana Rosado, Mule wrote
that her doctor suggested she no longer work
in such an environment. It ended the on-the-
job saga of more than a year pitting Mule
against the Town Board on several issues.

Kevin Wicka, Mule’s attorney, said it is a
blatant case of “persistent and egregious”
acts of retaliation. He said Mule is seeking
damages for the loss of a job and salary and
emotional distress.

An already tattered relationship only got
worse when Mule filed a claim of discrim-
ination with the New York Division of
Human Rights. The two sides reached a set-
tlement in November 2016, but according to
Wicka, within a few days, Mule was served
with a letter informing her of a hearing
about condemning the home where she
and Gary Ballowe live because they did not
obtain necessary building permits for work
done on the house.

Wicka said not only was there no
precedent for the hearing, but that the fine
of $35,000 levied on the couple was “ridic-
ulous.” They bought the property at 7305
Omphalius Road in 2012 at a foreclosure
sale. Wicka added they got permits for some
of the work and were told permits were not
needed for other work.

“The timing couldn’t be any more clear,”
said Wicka, an attorney with the Tarrantino
Firm. “They resolve a case, then the next
day they go through with this, which was

JJ DiGeronimo has more than 20 years of
success in the tech industry.


